
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 

HYMN #388 “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
(The Presbyterian Hymnal) 

   
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE “Because He Lives” William Gaither 

 
Congregational Meeting [Members please remain seated.  Visitors may 
leave at this time.] 

†     †     †     †     † 

 

Announcements 

Congregational Meeting - The session has called a Congregational Meeting 
immediately following the 10:00 AM morning worship service, this Sunday, 
May 21st, for the purpose of hearing two reports:  one from the Nominating 
Committee and one from the Stewardship Committee. 
 
VBS: Daniel’s Adventures – For Sunday, July 16th, the time is 3:30 until 7:30 PM.  
Dinner will be served at 5:45 PM.  Bring a swimsuit and a towel for water play.  
Monday, July 17th, through Thursday, July 20th, 5:15 until 8:15 PM, with dinner 
served 5:15 – 6:00 PM. 
 

To Our Visitors 
We welcome you to worship today. If you are visiting with us please feel free to speak to the 
pastor or one of our greeters if you have questions or want more information about Bethpage.  
 
Bethpage is a church committed to children and families and their needs. We have a nursery 
and childcare for infants through kindergarten. Feel free to keep your child in worship through 
the Time With the Children if that works for your family. Jaymie Barrier our children’s caregiver 
will take your cell phone number and will text you if your child needs you during worship. 

 
  

6020 Mooresville Road •  Kannapolis NC 28081 
704-933-2209 

website:  www.bethpagechurch.org 
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Rev. Valerie Hicks 

704-712-7533      valeriedeehicks@gmail.com 
 

  
Welcome to 

Bethpage 
Presbyterian Church! 

 
“A family of faith in Jesus 
Christ, yesterday, today, 

and tomorrow.” 
 

May 21, 2023 
10:00 AM 

 

 

 
GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

PRELUDE “How Great Thou Art” Arr. Glenda Austin 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING MUSIC #2172 “We Are Called” 

(choir and congregation, verses 1 & 2, Sing the Faith Hymnal) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Today is a new day! 
 

We come with the past behind us, and the future open. 
 

We come to celebrate the new life Christ brings. 
 
We come to worship the risen one. 
 

Christ is with us! 
 
Let us praise the risen Lord. 
 

HYMN #144   “Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus!” 
    (verses 1 & 2, The Presbyterian Hymnal) 

 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, of great mercy, have compassion upon us this day.  Forgive 
us, for we have sinned against you.  Even though we try to hide our sins, 
even though we live in denial of our greatest need, you know us 
altogether and completely.  Bring us out from the shadows, and let your 
light shine upon us.  Reveal to us our need for repentance and renewal.  
Fill us with the weight of your love until we come to our knees in honest 
humility.  We need you, O God.  We need your wisdom. We need your 
patience.  We need a new beginning - a beginning that you alone can 
offer.  O God of great mercy, have compassion upon us this day.  May 
Christ work in us and through us.  Hear our silent prayers . . . (Please 
take a moment for silent confession.) 

 
RESPONSE HYMN #316 “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 

(verse 1, The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

God has called us and will lead us, even in the wilderness places.  
 
God’s Spirit is near, surrounding us in times of trouble and times of joy. 
 
Hear the good news.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and given a fresh start. 
 
We are free.  Our future is open in the living love of our Redeemer.  
Praise be to God. 
 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE        “Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me” 
 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
ANTHEM “Upon This Rock” 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Luke 8:40-42, 49-56 (Pew Bible, p. 68) 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING Philippians 4:4-7 (Pew Bible, p. 198) 
 
DRAMA “Jarius’ wife”  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Come to Jesus” 
 
MEDITATION “Come to Jesus” Rev. Valerie Hicks 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 

GIVING GOD OUR OFFERING 

 Offertory “The Commission”  
 
 Doxology (sung) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  

 Prayer of Dedication 
 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS Charles (Chuck) Phillips MacLaughlin III 
 Jacquelyn (Jackie) Whitley MacLaughlin 
 Linda B. Rickenbacker 
 
LITANY 

We rejoice that we are one with each other in the family of God. 
 
We celebrate the gifts that you will bring to Christ’s church.   
 
We welcome you with love and acceptance. 
 
We look forward to serving together and growing in our faith as we serve. 
 
We want Bethpage to be a place where you are comfortable, a safe place to 
express your questions and doubts, a place where you sense the Sprit’s presence 
and a place where you can grow in your discipleship.  
 
We praise God for bringing you to this place on your journey.  Alleluia.   Amen. 
 

QUESTIONS AND PRAYER 

By your baptism you were made one with the body of Christ, the church.  Today 
we give thanks for every community that has been your spiritual home, and we 
celebrate that your journey of faith has led you to Bethpage. 
 
We, the members of Bethpage Presbyterian Church, welcome you with joy 
into the common life of our congregation.  We promise you our friendship 
and our prayers as we share the hopes and labors of Christ’s church.  By 
the power of the Holy Spirit, may we all continue to grow together in the 
knowledge and love of God, and to walk together in the way of Christ.   

 
HYMN OF WELCOME 

We are God’s family, serving together. 
Bound by the Spirit, Welcome new friends! 

Grace freely given faith for the journey, 
Worship our Savior, love never ends. 


