HYMN #23 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

(The Presbyterian Hymnal) Welcome to Bethpage .
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GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We welcome you to worship today. If you are visiting with us please feel free to speak
to the pastor or one of our greeters if you have questions or want more information

about Bethpage. GATHERING MUSIC

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

Bethpage is a church committed to children and families and their needs. We have a

nursery for infants through three-year-olds and Kids of the Kingdom for four-year-olds
through first grade. There are activity sheets and children’s Bibles for older children.
Feel free to keep your child with you in worship through the Time With Children if that
works for your family. Our nursery caregiver is Stephanie Pritchard. Stephanie will
text you if your child needs you during worship.
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(Us A)

Ryan Christy, Brianne, and Ray

When the people were looking for deliverance, the prophet Micah declared,
“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah ... from you shall come forth for me one
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient day.” (Micah
5:2). But what if Micah is also talking to us, proclaiming, “But you, O Bethpage
church, from you shall come forth for me...” What? What might God be calling
forth from us?

God invites us to receive the promise of God’s salvation and the
sustenance of God’s mercy and grace, enabling us to live the promise as
God-bearers to the world. As Christ was born in Bethlehem, so too we
answer God’s invitation to have Christ born among us today and every
day.

We light the first candle for hope, the second for peace, and the third for joy.
And today we light the candle of love as a sign of our commitment to live as
people of God’s promise, a promise of salvation and flourishing for all people
that springs forth from God’s love for all creation.

HYMN “The Light Shines in the Darkness”

(sing two times)



PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, You have called us to love you with heart, soul,
mind, strength, and our neighbor as ourselves, but we fail miserably in
living this out in our everyday lives. We confess that we turn away
from you and your desires for us. You call us to compassion, but we
respond with indifference. You call us to generosity, but we respond
with selfishness. You call us to faithfulness, but we respond with
skepticism. O Lord, forgive us. Re-order our priorities by your Holy
Spirit, and make your commandments the joy of our hearts. We ask
you to send your Spirit, once more, into our midst and into our hearts,
to make us new. Conform us to the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, and
keep us, we pray, while we wait for him to come in glory . . . Silent
Confession

GOD’S GRACE AND PROMISE

God does not deal with us as our sins deserve nor repay us according to our
iniquities. As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us. In the name of Christ we are forgiven.

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

RESPONSE “Glory to God Whose Goodness Shines on Me”

THE WORD PROCLAIMED
TIME WITH CHILDREN
ANTHEM “Waiting for Bethlehem’s Light”

NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 John 4:7-12 (The Message)

SERMON “Christmas Is Love” Valerie Hicks

GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Declaration of Faith

God loved us so much that he sent Jesus, the Messiah. Jesus was what
we should be. He served his Father with complete trust and unwavering
obedience. He loved all kinds of people and accepted their love. In
constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit, Jesus allowed no temptation or
threat to keep him from loving God with his whole being and his neighbor
as himself. In both his majesty and lowliness Jesus is the eternal Son of
God, God himself with us.

GIVING GOD OUR OFFERING and OUR CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
Offertory “Not That Far From Bethlehem”

Doxology (sung)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Litany of Dedication
Holy One, this Advent season we wait for you in love,
And we bring these gifts in love.
Your love for us is higher and broader than anything we can imagine.
Make our love for you grow, leading us to more fully love our neighbors.
Receive these offerings,

And use them to bring your love to our world. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Contemporary Version)

Our Father in heaven, help us to honor your name. Come and set up
your kingdom so that everyone on earth will obey you, as you are obeyed
in heaven. Give us our food for today. Forgive us for doing wrong, as we
forgive others. Keep us from being tempted and protect us from evil. For
You are the sovereign, the power and the glory forever. Amen.



