PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
pray:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GIVING GOD’S TITHES & OUR OFFERINGS
and OUR 10¢-A-MEAL OFFERING
Offertory
*Doxology (Instrumental only)
*Prayer of Dedication

THIS WEEK AT BPC

LOOKING AHEAD

The Cabarrus County LunchPlus Club for Seniors provides a Drive Thru Pickup
at BPC Fellowship Hall, Monday – Friday, 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM.
Sunday, December 6
ADVENT II
10¢-A-Meal Offering to be received
9:00 AM – Sunday School in BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM – Latin Mission
Christ Savior Worship in BPC
Fellowship Hall
Monday, December 7
7:15 PM – Mission/Evangelism
Committee
7:15 PM – Worship Committee

*BLESSING AND CHARGE

Tuesday, December 8
6:00 PM – Property Committee
7:00 PM – Christian Education
Committee
7:00 PM – Communications Committee

*POSTLUDE

Thursday, December 10
6:30 PM – Personnel Committee

THE SENDING

† † † † †
*An asterisk indicates that all who are able may stand.
TO OUR VISITORS
We welcome you to our worship. We hope that you will return to worship
with us again! We have a nursery lovingly and carefully attended by church
members.
MEMBERSHIP
We welcome into membership all who love Jesus Christ, accept him as Lord
of all life, and seek to serve him as part of his body in the church. We invite
you to speak to one of our elders, greeting you at the door as you leave the
worship service.

Sunday, December 13
ADVENT III
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM – Latin Mission
Christ Savior Worship in BPC
Fellowship Hall
Sunday, December 20
ADVENT IV
Christmas Joy Offering to be received
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
11:30 AM – 1:30 PM – Latin Mission
Christ Savior Worship in BPC
Fellowship Hall

THE SESSION OF OUR CHURCH

CLASS OF 2021

Sherry Shifflett, Clerk
Dennis Graybeal, Treasurer

Chris Ferguson, Mission/Evangelism
Brandi Lackey, Christian Education
Linda VanPelt, Fellowship

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2022

Jean Brown, Communications
Ed Kusper, Stewardship
Madison Scarborough, Personnel

Connie Goodman, Worship
Christel Josey, Property
Dougie Kirkman, Property

SERMON NOTES
Pastor: William Watkins, CLP
6020 Mooresville Road • Kannapolis NC 28081
704-933-2209
website: www.bethpagechurch.org
e-mail: info@bethpagechurch.org
DAILY LECTIONARY
Monday, December 7
Tuesday, December 8
Thursday, December 10
Sunday, December 6
Wednesday, December 9
Morning:
Ps.
122;
145
Morning:
Ps.
33;
146
Morning: Ps. 24; 150
Morning: Ps. 50; 147:1-11 Morning: Psalms 18:1-20;
st
st
147:12-20
1st Read: Isaiah 5:1-7 1 Read: Isaiah 5:8-17 1 Read: Isaiah 5:18-25 1st Read: Isaiah 6:1-13
nd Read: 1 Thess.
nd Read: 1 Thess.
st Read: Isaiah 7:1-9
2
2
1
2nd Read: 2 Pet. 3:11-18
2nd Read: 2 Thess. 1:1-12
5:1-11
5:12-28
2nd Read: 2 Thess. 2:1-12
Gospel: Luke 7:28-35
Gospel: John 7:53-8:11
Gospel: Luke 21:20-28 Gospel: Luke 21:29-38
Gospel: Luke 22:1-13
Evening: Ps. 25; 110
Evening: Psalms 53; 17
Evening: Psalms 40; 67 Evening: Psalms 85; 94
Evening: Psalms 126; 62

Friday, December 11
Saturday, December 12
Morning: Ps. 102; 148 Morning: Psalms 90; 149
1st Read: Isaiah 7:10-25 1st Read: Isaiah 8:1-15
2nd Read: 2 Thess.
2nd Read: 2 Thess. 3:6-18
2:13-3:5
Gospel: Luke 22:31-38
Gospel: Luke 22:14-30
Evening: Psalms 80; 72
Evening: Ps. 130; 16

Welcome to Bethpage Presbyterian Church!
December 6, 2020

“A family of faith in Jesus Christ,
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”
We are excited that you have joined us in worshipping
God today. Whether you are just visiting, looking to stay
or have worshipped here your whole life, it is great
to worship the Lord together this day!

The Service for the Lord’s Day
The Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020

THE WORD

NEW TESTAMENT READING
1The

TIME WITH YOUNGER CHRISTIANS
9:55 A.M.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING

THE GATHERING

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

Steve and Sandy Gaskey

Leader: Awake from your sleep, salvation is near!
People: The night is far gone; the day is at hand.
Leader: God has promised us a new creation . . .
People: . . . where righteousness will be at home.
(Advent Readers continue . . . May we walk in the paths of your
peace, honoring one another with justice and love. Amen.)
All the People: Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Amen!

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we confess that far too often we find ourselves
stuck, overwhelmed or aimless, trapped by fears and
anxieties that paralyze us, constraining our actions.
Simple acts of compassion – of connection with others –
are enormously difficult. And sometimes anger, even
rage, takes us hostage, and we treat others as enemies,
failing to discern your beloved image in them. Free us
from fear and anger so that we can love without restraint
— so that we may be compassionate, as you are
compassionate, because we are your children.
(Please take a moment for silent confession.)

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader: . . . Friends, hear and believe the good news, in Jesus
Christ we are forgiven.

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

(spoken by all)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

Steve and Sandy Gaskey
Isaiah 40:1-11 (NRSV)

O comfort my people,
says your God.
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord”s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6A voice says, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”
10See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
Lector: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God!

beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
2As

1Comfort,

PRELUDE

Mark 1:1-8 (NRSV)

Lector: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God!

SERMON

“Prepare!”

William Watkins, CLP

*INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

from A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good
news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by
word and deed and blessing children, healing the sick
and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts,
forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the
gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus
was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and
giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his
sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering
us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit. Alleluia. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS

