GIVING GOD’S TITHES & OUR OFFERINGS
Offertory
*Doxology (Instrumental only)
*Prayer of Dedication

THE SENDING
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE
† † † † †
*An asterisk indicates that all who are able may stand.
TO OUR VISITORS
We welcome you to our worship. We hope that you will return to worship
with us again! We have a nursery lovingly and carefully attended by church
members.
MEMBERSHIP
We welcome into membership all who love Jesus Christ, accept him as Lord
of all life, and seek to serve him
im as part of his body in the church. We invite
you to speak to one of our elders, greeting you at the door as you leave the
worship service.

THIS WEEK AT BPC

LOOKING AHEAD

The Cabarrus County LunchPlus Club for Seniors provides a Drive Thru Pickup
at BPC Fellowship Hall, Monday – Friday, 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM.
Sunday, March 14
LENT IV
I
Daylight Saving Time begins
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall
Monday, March 15
7:00 PM – Session Meeting
Tuesday, March 16
4:00 PM – Confirmation Class via Zoom

Sunday, March 21
LENT V
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, March 23
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM – Quilting 101 in
BPC Fellowship Hall
4:00 PM – Confirmation Class via Zoom
Friday, March 26
6
2:30 – 6:00 PM – Girl Scouts Archery
Club (field, pavilion & basement)

Sunday, March 28
2
Saturday, March 20
PALM
SUNDAY
9:30 AM – 1:30 PM – Girl Scouts Archery
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Event (field, pavilion & basement)
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service with
Communion
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall

SERMON NOTES
THE SESSION OF OUR CHURCH

CLASS OF 2021

Sherry Shifflett, Clerk
Dennis Graybeal,
Graybeal Treasurer
Jenny Linebarrier, Asst. Treasurer

Chris Ferguson, Mission/Evangelism
Brandi Lackey, Christian Education
Linda VanPelt, Fellowship

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2022

Jean Brown, Communications
Ed Kusper, Stewardship
Madison Scarborough, Personnel

Connie
onnie Goodman,
Goodman Worship
Christel Josey,
Josey Property
Dougie Kirkman, Property

Pastor: William Watkins, CLP
6020 Mooresville
resville Road • Kannapolis NC 28081
704-933-2209
2209

Welcome to Bethpage Presbyterian Church!
March 14, 2021

“A family of faith in Jesus Christ,
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”

website: www.bethpagechurch.org
e-mail: info@bethpagechurch.org
DAILY LECTIONARY
Sunday, March 14
Monday, March 15
Tuesday, March 16
Wednesday, March 17
Thursday, March 18
Friday, March 19
Morning: Ps. 84; 150 Morning: Ps. 119:73- Morning: Ps. 34; 146
Morning Psalms 27;
Morning: Ps. 5; 147:1-11 Morning:
Morning: Ps. 22; 148
1st Read: Jer. 14:1-9
80; 145
147:12-20
st
st
1 Read: Jer. 17:19-27 1 Read: Jer. 18:1-11
1st Read: Jer. 23:1-8
(10-16) 17-22 1st Read: Jer. 16:(1-9)
1st Read: Jer. 22:13-23
nd
nd
2 Read: Rom. 7:13-25 2 Read: Romans 8:1-11 2nd Read: Romans 8:12-27 2nd Read: Rom. 8:28-39
2nd Read: Gal. 4:21-5:1
10-21
Gospel: John 6:27-40
Gospel: John 6:52-59
Gospel: Mark 8:11-21 2nd Read: Rom. 7:1-12 Gospel: John 6:16-27
Gospel John 6:41-51
Gospel:
Evening: Psalms 42; 32 Gospel: John 6:1-15
Evening: Psalms 25; 91 Evening: Psalms 27; 51
Evening Psalms 126; 102 Evening: Ps. 105; 130
Evening:
Evening: Psalms 121; 6

Saturday, March 20
Morning Psalms 43; 149
Morning:
1st Read: Jer. 23:9-15
2nd Read: Romans 9:1-18
Gospel John 6:60-71
Gospel:
Evening Psalms 31; 143
Evening:

We are excited that you have joined us in worshipping
God today. Whether you are just visiting, looking to stay
or have worshipped here your whole life, it is great
to worship the Lord together this day!

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

The Service for the Lord’s Day
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021

Pastor:

9:55 A.M.

. . . In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

PRELUDE

*CALL TO WORSHIP

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
(adapted from Psalm 107)

We give you thanks, O God, for you are good;

People: your steadfast love endures forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those God
redeemed from trouble.

People: When we cried to you with our troubles, O Lord,
you saved us from our distress.
Pastor:

We give thanks, O God, for your wonderful works to
all of humanity.

People: Hear now our offerings of praise and
thanksgiving, as we tell of your deeds with
words of joy.
Pastor:

God gathers us from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

People: Let us thank the Lord for God’s steadfast love,
for God’s wonderful works to humankind.
Pastor:

Let us worship God!

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, you have set before us our greed, our hatred
and self-hatred, our fear and our apathy. You have also
shown us the injustice and tyrannies of our public life. We
have succumbed to paralyzing anxiety in response to
injustice. We have resisted the prompting of your Spirit
who nudges us out of self-absorption. Empower us by
your Spirit to be attentive and discerning partners in
healing your creation. Amen. (Please take a moment for
silent confession.)

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

Connie Goodman
Ephesians 2:1-10 (NRSV)

1You

were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you
once lived, following the course of this world, following the
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work
among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived
among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires
of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath,
like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the
great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ —
by grace you have been saved — 6and raised us up with him
and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God — 9not the
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what
he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

John 3:14-21 (NRSV)

14“And

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes
in him may have eternal life.
16“For

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.
17“Indeed,

SERMON

“Such a Gift!”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

TIME WITH YOUNGER CHRISTIANS

TRINITY CHIMES

this is the judgment, that the light has come into the
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because
their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and
do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
William Watkins, CLP

*INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

THE WORD

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pastor:

(spoken by all)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

THE GATHERING

Pastor:

19And

God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. (continued )

(from “A Declaration of Faith”)

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us personal
lives that are centered in God and open to God’s reality
and rule.
Christ teaches us to put obedience to God above the
interests of self, family, race, or nation; to offer God
joyously our money, ability, and time.
It is part of our daily discipline to observe a day of
worship and rest, setting aside our own working to enjoy
God’s work, celebrating with sisters and brothers the
Lord’s goodness.
We need constantly to search out God’s way in Scripture,
not expecting detailed directions for every decision, but
relying on the Word to tell us who God is, to press God’s
present claim on us, and to assure us of God’s grace and
comfort.
We are charged to pray for ourselves and others with
gratitude, boldness, and persistence, confident that God
hears and answers our prayers in ways best for us all.
Life in God’s presence issues in life for others, for if we do
not love sisters and brothers whom we see, we cannot
love God whom we do not see.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Leader: . . . As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to
pray:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

