
GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 
HYMN #339 “Be Thou My Vision” 
 (The Presbyterian Hymnal) 

   
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” Arr. Janet Linker 

 
†     †     †     †     † 

 

Palm Sunday Covered Dish Lunch & Annual Egg Hunt 
Bethpage Presbyterian is having a covered dish lunch and Easter 
Egg Hunt with Faith Fellowship Church of God, (Ada Bowen’s 
church) on Palm Sunday, April 2nd, just after 11:00 AM.  Our 
joint Easter Egg hunt will be held rain or shine immediately after 
lunch.  Here is the QR code to register for the Easter Egg Hunt.  
Please register your children so we know an approximate 
number.  Invite your friends and neighbors, the egg hunt is a 
community event.  Please bring wrapped candy for the egg 
hunt by March 30th.  We will put some in eggs and others in goody bags.  Please 
bring enough food for your family, plus one, and join us as we celebrate Palm Sunday. 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We welcome you to worship today. If you are visiting with us please feel free to speak to the 
pastor or one of our greeters if you have questions or want more information about Bethpage.  
 
Bethpage is a church committed to children and families and their needs. We have a nursery 
and childcare for infants through kindergarten. Feel free to keep your child in worship through 
the Time With the Children if that works for your family. Jaymie Barrier our children’s caregiver 
will take your cell phone number and will text you if your child needs you during worship. 

 
  

6020 Mooresville Road •  Kannapolis NC 28081 
704-933-2209 

website:  www.bethpagechurch.org 
e-mail:  info@bethpagechurch.org 

 
Rev. Valerie Hicks 

704-712-7533      valeriedeehicks@gmail.com 
 

  
Welcome to 

Bethpage 
Presbyterian Church! 

 
“A family of faith in Jesus 
Christ, yesterday, today, 

and tomorrow.” 
 

March 26, 2023 

10:00 AM 
 

 

 
GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 

PRELUDE “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” Arr. Tom Fettke 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

God has been acting in our lives and in the world around us this past week.  
 
We have come for this hour of worship to make ourselves more aware 
of God and to give thanks for God’s presence with us. 
 
God is here even now, ready to strengthen us and to urge us to greater 
faithfulness. 
 
Fill us with your goodness, O God.  Draw us into the orbit or your activity 
in the world that we might fulfill the purpose for which you created us.  
Amen. 
 

HYMN #466 “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  
 (verses 1 & 4, The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
 
OPENING PRAYER 



HYMN #2236 “Gather Us In” 
 (verses 1, 2, & 4, Sing the Faith Hymnal) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, you show us your care in so much of life around us. 
You invite us into your great life of love.  But often we refuse your 
invitation, and turn away from your call.  Instead of asking you for help 
when we need it, we rely on our own stubborn wills.  Instead of 
knocking at the doors of your people, we shut up our lives and hide 
from one another.  Instead of seeking you in the faces of our sisters and 
brothers, we pretend not to see the need and want around us.  Deliver 
us, great God.  Show us the new life that gives us the courage to live in 
peace and grace.  Hear our silent confessions . . . (Please take a moment 
for silent confession.) 

 
RESPONSE HYMN #326      “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

                       (verse 1, The Presbyterian Hymnal) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

In Christ, we are given a new life.  
 
The old is gone away.  The new is before us. 
 
We are freed to live fully in the present.  We are forgiven! 
 
Praise God for this good news that sets us free to love! 
 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE        “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI 
 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
ANTHEM “Written In Red” 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 71 (Psalms Now) 

 
NEW TESTAMENT READING 2 Timothy 1:3-7 (Pew Bible, p. 211) 
 
SERMON “We Can Be Confident” Rev. Valerie Hicks 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God 
created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image male 
and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.  But we 
rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 
commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the 
planet entrusted to our care.  We deserve God’s condemnation.  Yet God 
acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the 
God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of 
the earth.  Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the 
house of bondage.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the 
covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a 
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.  In life 
and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one 
triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

 
GIVING GOD OUR OFFERING 

 Offertory “Everything”  
       Amber McCullough & Jessica Devone 

   
 Doxology (sung) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

 Prayer of Dedication 

May these gifts bring light to those who walk in darkness, hope to those 
who live in despair, and justice to those who are oppressed.  Grant to each 
giver a sense of participation in the most important opportunity of all time; 
to share your love with the world.  To this end, we dedicate our offerings 
and ourselves.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 


