The Service for Palm Sunday
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
March 28, 2021
Bethpage Presbyterian Church

9:55 A.M.
Sanctuary

THE GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITY CHIMES
PRAYER OF PREPARATION
PRELUDE

“Psalm XIX”
Benedetto Marcello
(the people wave their palms as desired throughout the music.)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor:

(adapted from Psalm 118:26, NRSV)

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Congregation: Hosanna in the highest!

Welcome to Bethpage Presbyterian Church!

Prayer: We praise you, O God, for your redemption of the world through Jesus
Christ, who entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was
proclaimed Messiah and king by those who spread garments and
branches along his way.

March 28, 2021

Let these branches be signs of his victory, and grant that we who carry
them may follow him in the way of the cross, that, dying and rising
with him, we may enter your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

“A family of faith in Jesus Christ,
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”
We are excited that you have joined us in worshipping God today.
Whether you are just visiting, looking to stay or have worshipped here
your whole life, it is great to worship the Lord together this day!

ALL:

Come let us lay down our branches and shout our hallelujahs as
we come to worship our Lord, King, Priest, Prophet, and yes,
Savior forever!

Music:

(The congregation in invited to come forward one by one,
maintaining safe distancing, and place their palms on the floor to
either side of the communion table, returning down the side aisles of
the church and back to their seats.)

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty and ever-living God, we confess that we are not so different
from those who welcomed Christ into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, yet
later shouted, “Crucify him!” or remained silent in the face of injustice.
We have betrayed you, too, Lord Jesus, by our sins both secret and
known. Yet you died for people like us, and you rose on the third day
that we might be redeemed. For the sake of Jesus Christ, do not hold
our sins against us.
Jesus Christ, our King of glory, we have not been outspoken for you.
We have not called for your death, but neither have we shouted of your
greatness, nor expressed delight in the salvation you have won for us.
Help us to see your glory, draw us closer to you that we may become
more faithful, and more joyful servants of the King. Amen. (Please take
a few moments for silent confession.)

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:

. . . In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

(spoken by all)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

THE WORD
TIME WITH YOUNGER CHRISTIANS

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING

Cheryl Kusper
Isaiah 50:4-9a (NRSV)

4The

Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING
1When

Mark 11:1-11 (NRSV)

they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into
the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will
send it back here immediately.’” 4They went away and found a colt tied near
a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches
that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.

SERMON
*INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC

“Hosanna!”

William Watkins, CLP

“Surely He Hath Borne Our Griefs” from The Messiah
G.F. Handel

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(from “A Brief Statement of Faith”)

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the
reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing children, healing the
sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering
the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life
eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing
in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

For Jews, Muslims, and people of other faiths,
we ask your divine blessing.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
For those who cannot believe, we ask your faithful love.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
For governors and rulers of every land,
we ask your guidance.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
For people who suffer and sorrow,
we ask your healing peace.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
God of love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, so may we give
ourselves to you, living according to your holy will. Keep our feet firmly in
the way where Christ lead us. In his holy name we pray. Amen.

EUCHARIST
GIVING GOD’S TITHES & OUR OFFERINGS
Pastor:

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:

What shall we offer for all God’s goodness to us? (Psalm 116:12-13)

People: Let us lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Offertory “How Beautiful Are the Feet of Them” from The Messiah
*Doxology (Please keep your mask in place as we sing together.)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication

Jesus, remember us when you come into your kingdom.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
For your church around the world, we ask new life.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
For all who carry out ministries in your church, we ask grace and wisdom.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.
For people who have accepted spiritual disciplines, we ask inspired
discipleship.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.

G.F. Handel

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

For Christians in every land, we ask new unity in your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done.

Pastor:

(continued )

Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

(continued )

Pastor:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor:

. . . As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Pastor:

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe . .
. . . Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of
heaven and with all the faithful in every time and place, who
forever sing to the glory of your name:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
Pastor:

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord. As one of us, he knew our joys and sorrows, and
our struggles with temptation . . .

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest Jesus took bread,
and giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God.
All:

Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION
(The people come forward one by one, maintaining safe distancing, to receive the
bread and wine, then return to their seats down the side aisles)

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All:

In the same way, he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new
covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this
bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate
with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
Great is the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
(The pastor continues) Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit
upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine. . . . Through
Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

God, our help and strength, you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and
you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his
body and blood. Strengthen our faith, that through the death
and resurrection of your Son, we may be led to salvation, for
he is Lord now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE

“Aria”
†

†

†

Paul Manz

†

†

*An asterisk indicates that all who are able may stand.

TO OUR VISITORS
We welcome you to our worship. We hope that you will return to worship with us
again! We have a nursery lovingly and carefully attended by church members.

MEMBERSHIP
We welcome into membership all who love Jesus Christ, accept him as Lord of all
life, and seek to serve him as part of his body in the church. We invite you to speak
to one of our elders, greeting you at the door as you leave the worship service.

SERMON NOTES

THIS WEEK AT BPC

LOOKING AHEAD

The Cabarrus County LunchPlus Club for Seniors provides a Drive Thru Lunch
Pickup at BPC Fellowship Hall, Monday – Friday, 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM.
(They will be closed on Friday, April 2nd)
Sunday, March 28
PALM SUNDAY
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service with
Communion and Procession of the
Palms
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall
Thursday, April 1
7:00 PM – Maundy Thursday Service
with Communion in the Church
Sanctuary
Friday, April 2
No LunchPlus Club Meal Pickup today!
7:00 PM – Good Friday Service in the
Church Sanctuary

Sunday, April 4
RESURRECTION SUNDAY
10¢-A-Meal Offering to be received
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Please bring Lent Food Boxes to church
today!
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – The Celebration of the
Resurrection with Communion
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall
Monday, April 5
Church office closed
Tuesday, April 6
9 AM – 1:00 PM Quilting 101 in BPC
Fellowship Hall
Sunday, April 11
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall

THE SESSION OF OUR CHURCH

CLASS OF 2021

Sherry Shifflett, Clerk
Dennis Graybeal, Treasurer
Jenny Linebarrier, Asst.
Treasurer

Chris Ferguson,
Mission/Evangelism
Brandi Lackey, Christian
Education
Linda VanPelt, Fellowship

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2022

Jean Brown, Communications
Ed Kusper, Stewardship
Madison Scarborough, Personnel

Connie Goodman, Worship
Christel Josey, Property
Dougie Kirkman, Property

DAILY LECTIONARY
Sunday, March 28
Morning: Psalms 84; 150
1st Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12
2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 6:12-16
Alternate 2nd Reading:
Zechariah 12:9-11; 13:1, 7-9
Gospel: Matthew 21:12-17
Evening: Psalms 42; 32

Thursday, April 1
Morning: Psalms 27; 147:12-20
1st Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-11 (12-13) 14-18
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:14-17; 11:27-32
Gospel: John 17:1-11 (12-26)
Evening: Psalms 126; 102

Monday, March 29
Morning: Psalms 119:73-80; 145
1st Reading: Jeremiah 11:18-20; 12:1-16 (17)
2nd Reading: Philippians 3:1-14
Gospel: John 12:9-19
Evening: Psalms 121; 6
Tuesday, March 30
Morning: Psalms 34; 146
1st Reading: Jeremiah 15:10-21
2nd Reading: Philippians 3:15-21
Gospel: John 12:20-26
Evening: Psalms 25; 91

Friday, April 2
Morning: Psalms 22; 148
1st Reading: Genesis 22:1-14
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1:10-20
Gospel - morning: John 13:36-38
or Gospel - evening: John 19:38-42
Evening: Psalms 105; 130
Saturday, April 3
Morning: Psalms 43; 149
1st Reading: Job 19:21-27a
2nd Reading - morning: Hebrews 4:1-16
or 2nd Reading - evening: Romans 8:1-11
Evening: Psalms 31; 143

Wednesday, March 31
Morning: Psalms 5; 147:1-11
1st Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10, 14-17 (18)
2nd Reading: Philippians 4:1-13
Gospel: John 12:27-36
Evening: Psalms 27; 51

Please know that you are welcome to join us for all of these
worship services during this special time in the life of God’s
church!
MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ April 1
Maundy Thursday Service
with Communion at 7:00 PM
GOOD FRIDAY ~ April 2
Good Friday Service
at 7:00 PM
EASTER SUNDAY ~ April 4
The Celebration of the Resurrection
with Communion at 9:55 AM
(All services will be held in the Church Sanctuary.)

Pastor: William Watkins, CLP
6020 Mooresville Road • Kannapolis NC 28081
704-933-2209
website: www.bethpagechurch.org
e-mail: info@bethpagechurch.org

