The Celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
April 4, 2021
Bethpage Presbyterian Church

9:45A.M.
Sanctuary

THE GATHERING
GATHERING MUSIC

Justin Page, Cellist

*OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor:

Alleluia! The Lord is risen.

People: The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*SPECIAL MUSIC

“An Organ Partita on EASTER HYMN”
(Lyra Davidica, London, 1708) setting by William H. Bates

*PRAYER OF ADORATION
Pastor:

Glory to you, O God: you have won victory over death, raising
Jesus from the grace and giving us eternal life. Glory to you, O
Christ: for us and for our salvation you overcame death and
opened the gate to everlasting life. Glory to you, O Holy Spirit: you
lead us into the truth. Glory to you, O Blessed Trinity, now and
forever.

All:

Amen.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome to Bethpage Presbyterian Church!
April 4, 2021
21

“A family of faith in Jesus Christ,
yesterday, today, and tomorrow.”
We are excited that you have joined us in worshipping God today.
Whether you are just visiting, looking to stay or have worshipped here
your whole life, it is great to worship the Lord together this day!

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power
of sin and death. We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear,
bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the poor and
hungry, and pass by those who mourn. We are deaf to the cries of the
oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and
abuse the earth you made.
(continued )

Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our
lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given
in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. (Please take a few moments for silent
confession.)

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor:

. . . In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

(spoken by all)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

THE WORD
TIME WITH YOUNGER CHRISTIANS
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
1

Jimmie Melton
Mary Elizabeth Paxton
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (NRSV)

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
2Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
14The LORD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.
15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
16the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.”
17I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.
18The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death.
19Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.
20This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.
21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

John 20:1-18 (NRSV)

1Early

on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the
tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the
other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not
go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by
itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that
he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11But

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the
feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid
him.” 14When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and
she told them that he had said these things to her.

SERMON

“Alleluia!”

*SPECIAL MUSIC

William Watkins, CLP

“O Dearest Lord, Thy Sacred Head”

(Melody from Supplement to Kentucky Hrmony, 1820) arr. by David N. Johnson

Duet: Hannah Jackson, Soprano and Marcia Graybeal, Alto

*ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE
Blessed be the Lord, who has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
All authority and power and dominion to the name that is above all
names — Jesus Christ our Lord — now and in the age to come.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life
or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

In the risen Christ, we pray for loved ones. Let us be agents of hope for those
who are fragile in our families, churches and community, and help us to
comfort the afflicted. God who brings life out of death, hear our prayer.

In the risen Christ, we now lift up to you our silent prayers and intercessions . . .
God who brings life out of death, hear our prayer.
Gracious God, keep us working and praying for the coming of your holy
realm of peace, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

EUCHARIST
GIVING GOD’S TITHES & OUR OFFERINGS,
OUR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING,
and OUR 10¢-A-MEAL OFFERING

We offer our prayers through Christ, who is risen from the dead, and
through the Spirit gives life to our mortal lives.

Pastor:

In the risen Christ, we pray for the church. Let us be Easter people who live
in the power of the Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead. And let us be salt
and light for our world — encouraging the downtrodden, standing with the
marginal, resisting oppression in all of its forms. God who brings life out of
death, hear our prayer.

People: Let us give to others as God has given to us.

In the risen Christ, we pray for the earth. Let us be healers of your good
creation — utilizing sustaining practices that mend the earth and its
creatures. God who brings life out of death, hear our prayer.
In the risen Christ, we pray for all nations. Let us be agents of your love for
the peoples of the earth — especially for nations torn by war and blood and
crippled by the coronavirus. God who brings life out of death, hear our
prayer.
In the risen Christ, we pray for our communities. Let us extend care and
compassion to those who are grieving and fearful because of mass shootings.
And let us be especially attentive to those who are fearful because of the
racialized violence in our communities. Help us to know that when some are
crucified, all are crucified, and empower to us for justice-seeking in our
schools, neighborhoods, cities and regions. God who brings life out of death,
hear our prayer.

(continued )

The Lord prepares a table for us in the midst of all that threatens us,
and God’s mercy follows us all the days of our lives. (Psalm 23)

Offertory
“Le Cygne” (The Swan)
*Doxology(Please keep your mask in place as we sing together.)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
Pastor:

Camille Saint-Saens

(1 Corinthians 5:7-8)

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Pastor:

Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.
(continued )

Pastor:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor:

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise,
O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe . . .

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Pastor:

. . . As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

. . . Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of
heaven and with all the faithful in every time and place, who
forever sing to the glory of your name:
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
Pastor:

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, whom you sent to save us . . .

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

We give you thanks that on the night of his arrest Jesus took bread,
and giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.
In the same way, he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new
covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this
bread and this wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate
with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
Great is the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
(The pastor continues) Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit
upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine. . . . Through
Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God.
All:

Thanks be to God.

COMMUNION
(The people come forward one by one, maintaining safe distancing, to receive the
bread and wine, then return to their seats down the side aisles)

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
All:

Living Christ, as you open the scriptures to us you make
yourself known in the breaking of the bread. Let us now go
forth from this place, fed at your table and filled by the Spirit,
to walk with you all the days of our lives, and proclaim the
glory of your resurrection to all the world. Amen.

THE SENDING
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
*POSTLUDE

“Finale from An Organ Partita on EASTER HYMN”
(Lyra Davidica, London, 1708) setting by William H. Bates

†

†

†

†

†

*An asterisk indicates that all who are able may stand.

THIS WEEK AT BPC
TO OUR VISITORS
We welcome you to our worship. We hope that you will return to worship with us
again! We have a nursery lovingly and carefully attended by church members.

MEMBERSHIP
We welcome into membership all who love Jesus Christ, accept him as Lord of all
life, and seek to serve him as part of his body in the church. We invite you to speak
to one of our elders, greeting you at the door as you leave the worship service.

SERMON NOTES

LOOKING AHEAD

The Cabarrus County LunchPlus Club for Seniorsprovides a Drive Thru Lunch
Pickup at BPC Fellowship Hall, Monday – Friday, 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM.
Sunday, April 4
RESURRECTION SUNDAY
10¢-A-Meal Offering to be received
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Please bring Lent Food Boxes to church
today!
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM – The Celebration of the
Resurrection with Communion
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall
Monday, April 5
Church office closed

Sunday, April 11
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
Fellowship Hall
9:55 AM – Worship Service
TBD – Latin Mission Christ Savior
Worship in BPC Fellowship Hall
Monday, April 12
7:15 PM – Mission/Evangelism
Committee
7:15 PM – Worship Committee
Tuesday, April 13
7:00 PM – Christian Education
Committee

Friday, April 16
Wednesday, April 7
2:30 – 6:00 PM – Girl Scouts Archery
2:30 – 4:30 PM – CCM Mobile Food
Club (BPC field, pavilion & basement)
Pantry at Think Kingdom Church
Parking Lot (Volunteers please arrive Sunday, April 18
9:00 AM – Sunday School in the BPC
at 12:30 PM)
Fellowship Hall
9:55
AM – Worship Service
Tuesday, April 6
TBD
–
Latin Mission Christ Savior
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Quilting 101 in BPC
Worship
in BPC Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall

THE SESSION OF OUR CHURCH

CLASS OF 2021

Sherry Shifflett, Clerk
Dennis Graybeal, Treasurer
Jenny Linebarrier, Asst. Treasurer

Chris Ferguson, Mission/Evangelism
Brandi Lackey, Christian Education
Linda VanPelt, Fellowship

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2022

Jean Brown, Communications
Ed Kusper, Stewardship
Madison Scarborough, Personnel

Connie Goodman, Worship
Christel Josey, Property
Dougie Kirkman, Property

DAILY LECTIONARY
Sunday, April 4
Morning: Psalms 93; 150
1st Read: Exodus 12:1-14
2nd Read - AM: John 1:1-8
or 2nd Read - PM: Isaiah 51:9-11
Gospel - PM: Luke 24:13-35
or Gospel - PM: John 20:19-23
Evening: Psalms 136; 117
Monday, April 5
Morning: Psalms 97; 145
1st Read: Jonah 2:1-10
2nd Read: Acts 2:14, 22-32
Gospel: John 14:1-14
Evening: Psalms 124; 115
Tuesday, April 6
Morning: Psalms 98; 146
1st Read: Isaiah 30:18-26
2nd Read: Acts 2:36-41 (42-47)
Gospel: John 14:15-31
Evening: Psalms 66; 116

Thursday, April 8
Morning: Psalms 47; 147:12-20
1st Read: Ezekiel 37:1-14
2nd Read: Acts 3:11-26
Gospel: John 15:12-27
Evening: Psalms 68; 113
Friday, April 9
Morning: Psalms 96; 148
1st Read: Daniel 12:1-4, 13
2nd Read: Acts 4:1-12
Gospel: John 16:1-15
Evening: Psalms 49; 138
Saturday, April 10
Morning: Psalms 92; 149
1st Read: Isaiah 25:1-9
2nd Read: Acts 4:13-21 (22-31)
Gospel: John 16:16-33
Evening: Psalms 23; 114

Wednesday, April 7
Morning: Psalms 99; 147:1-11
1st Read: Micah 7:7-15
2nd Read: Acts 3:1-10
Gospel: John 15:1-11
Evening: Psalms 9; 118

Pastor: William Watkins, CLP
6020 Mooresville Road • Kannapolis NC 28081
704-933-2209
website: www.bethpagechurch.org
e-mail: info@bethpagechurch.org

Special thanks to . . .
Justin Page – Cellist
Justin received his Bachelor of Music degree from The University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill along with a secondary major in
Exercise and Sport Science in 2012. He then completed a Master
of Music degree in cello performance at Florida State University.
He has been a substitute musician for the Orlando Philharmonic,
the Pensacola Symphony Orchestra, the Tallahassee Symphony
Orchestra, and the North Carolina Symphony. He teaches at
Harold Washington College and has been playing cello for 20
years. Justin is also the nephew of BPC’s own Director of Music,
Sterling Savage! We welcome Justin to Bethpage Presbyterian
Church!
Mary Elizabeth Paxton – Lector
Jimmie Melton, CLP – Time With Younger Christians
Sterling Savage – Director of Music

